
Date: 2-14-90

To: S. Bormann, D. Russ, R. Young, J. Fahlstrom, B. Bartholow, J. Carroll

Bob McGowan--Interscience

diagimiiespers--Design Data

From: G. Becker

Subject: Information on new D.G. RAMS disks

I have been informed that the new Data General 1.2 GB RAMS drive (Model 6621)
is in reality two Maxtor 8760E disks. Data General converts the ESDI disk interface

to their RAMS disk interface. (This process must have some overhead associated with

it). The Maxtor 8760E drive has the following characteristics compared to the 330 Mb

and 601 MB Wrens we use.

Maxtor Wren V(601MB) Wren Runner

Capacity Unformatted 765 MB 702 MB 385 MB

Formatted Capacity © 600 MB 601 MB 330 MB

Transfer Rate 15 Mbits/s 12-16 Mbits/s 15-16 Mbits/s

Seek Times

AVG 18 ms 16.5 ms 10.7 ms

TRK to TRK 2 ms 3 ms 3 ms

MAX 35 ms 38 ms 22.5 ms

Avg. Latency 8.3 ms 8.3 ms 8.3 ms

Data Heads 15 15 15

Disks 8 8 8

Buffer in Drive No 32K 32K

Read Ahead in Drive No Yes Yes

This translates that the Zetaco SKS-HP601 product will outperform this RAMS product

because of its lower seek times and SCSI buffering. The SKS-HP330 will give even

greater performance compared to RAMS because of it’s even lower average seek times

and SCSI buffering. I also have to believe they have some additional overhead

converting ESDI to RAMS.

I would be interested in running our transaction per second test on their RAMS

product, so if anyone knew where we can do this, let me know.
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