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tegcry — DISK Ffraduct — BMX3
fererce — Very slow corntrcller operatico

Submitted by — Rabert Shaffer
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It has beer ricticed that scme BEMX3 contrallers run very slow under
certain conditicons, Our tests have confirmed that depernding on the CRU,
Disk, arnd Cortrcller revisicor, the contracller may runm uptc 10 times SLOWER
tharn a gooad cane. This praoblem is primarily asscciated with 20MHZ disks such
as the Sabre 39720-850 and Fujitsu 2361, althcugh I have ncticed it o the
MVLAOO0 rurmiimg slcw with & Fujitsu 2351,

PROBLEM DESCRIPTION:

2OMHZ disk drives rurnming orn slow DCH/ZEMC CRPU's such as the MV40QO0, S140,
armd S280Q {(lesser extert) will cause the disk ta skip raotaticrms thus reducing
the speed of the cormtraller. The ncrmal way toe fix this is to interleave the
cantral ler. BUT irn mast of the drives we use, this CAN NOT be dorme because
af split sectcrinmg or split drives!! Our tests have showrn that a gocd
cartraller will do abocut 18000 seeks inm 15 mirnutes of Reli cm a MV400Q, a bad
corntraller will do 1800!¢

RESOLUTION:

Zetacoa has made a fix sc that the corntroller will automatically do a 2:1
interleave ocnm 20MHZ drives, thus illimimating the problem. This fix is in
REVISION P ¢ AROVE arnd you must use REV 6 or AROVE configuration tape for this

to wark.

NOTES:

EMX3 conmtraller REV D will ruwm irn ALL CRUY' s except the MV4000, S140 and
S280 with NO speed problems.
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